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OHNEP: the Nursing Voice for 
Interprofessional Oral Health 

Education and Practice



The Oral Health Nursing Education & Practice 
(OHNEP) program thanks its funders:



OHNEP Program Aims

• Advance a national oral health agenda for the 
nursing profession

• Build interprofessional oral health workforce 
capacity

• Integrate oral-systemic health into undergraduate 
and graduate nursing programs nationwide
– Faculty development
– Curriculum integration
– Establishment of “Best Practices” in clinical settings



Surgeon General (2000) and IOM 
Reports (2011-15)



Morbidity

• About half of all 
children and two-thirds 
of adolescents aged 
12–19 years from lower 
income families have 
untreated tooth decay

• Over 40% of poor 
adults have untreated 
tooth decay

• One-fourth of U.S. 
adults aged 65 or older 
have lost all of their 
teeth

Access

• About 108 million 
people in the U.S. have 
no dental insurance

• The U.S. has about 
141,800 working dentists 
and 174,100 dental 
hygienists, but 4,230 
Dental Health 
Professional Shortage 
Areas with 49 million 
people living in them

Cost

• Employed adults lose 
more than 164 million 
hours of work each year 
due to oral health 
problems or dental visits

• 51 million school hours
are lost annually because 
of oral health problems 
or dental visits

• In 2010, an estimated 
$108 billion was spent 
on dental services in the 
United States

United States Oral Health Epidemic

(CDC, 2011 & 2013; HRSA, 2014)



Why Nurses ?
• Largest Health Profession

– 3.1 million Registered Nurses 
(RNs)

– 200,000 Nurse Practitioners (NPs)
• Half are primary care providers

– 13,000 Nurse-Midwives (NMs) 
• Most Trusted Profession

– Providing care and promoting 
health

• Nurses are Everywhere
– Hospitals, ambulatory centers, 

schools, camps, workplace, retail 
clinics, homecare



Interprofessional Oral Health Care Model

Increased Oral 
and Overall 

Health 
Outcomes

Adapted from : World Health Organization (WHO). (2010). Framework for Action on 
Interprofessional Education & Collaborative Practice. Geneva: World Health Organization  
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Smiles for Life: A National Oral Health 
Curriculum

www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org



HEENOT Article 
Haber, J., Hartnett, E., 

Allen, K., Hallas, D., 
Dorsen, C., Lange-Kessler, 
J., … Wholihan, D. (2015). 
Putting the Mouth Back in 

the Head: HEENT to 
HEENOT. American Journal 

of Public Health, 105(3), 
437–41. 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJP
H.2014.302495



Available on ohnep.org/faculty-toolkit



Faculty, Preceptor & Community
IPE Oral Health Development Workshops 



Interprofessional Oral Health Clinical 
Curriculum Integration

• Collaborative courses

• IP Clinical Rotations
• Nursing/Dental
• Nursing/Dental/Medical

• Simulation
• Virtual Cases 

• Service Learning 



Interprofessional Oral-Systemic Health 
Experience at NYSIM

Standardized Patient Experience
I. Team Brief (5 min):
II. History and physical exam (45 min)
III.Debriefing (10 min)

Case Study Discussion
I. Team Brief (5 min)
II. Case Study Discussion (40 min)
III. Debriefing (15 min)
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Pediatric Oral Health 
Interprofessional Clerkship at Bellevue

 Over 300 NP, DDS, and MD student 
participants since 2014 

 Significant change from pre- to post-test 
in student self-reported interprofessional 
competencies 



OHNEP Oral Health 
Professional Development 

Workshops
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Has Your Nurse Home Visitor Given 
You any information on Oral Health?

My Nurse Home Visitor talked with 
me about  how to prevent cavities

Responders who are cleaning their
child’s mouth twice a day



Interprofessional Practice  

• Interprofessional Education and Practice (IPEP): Community Senior Oral Health 
• An Innovative Academic Clinical Partnership: Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 

Preceptor Development Program
• NYULMC Mucositis Workgroup
• NYULMC Hassenfeld Center for Children with Caner and Blood Disorders
• Gouverneur Health



Geriatric Interprofessional Oral Health 
Webinar Series

http://www.nicheprogram.org/knowledge-
center/webinars/archived-webinars/





Oral Health Literacy 



IP Oral Health Publications



OHNEP Social Networking for Oral Health

OHNEP site visits 
(since 2012)

 11,600 sessions
 7,200 users
 34,000 page views







Knowledge, Trust, Respect, Collaboration
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